Bristol Combination Plate Final

Venue Old Reds RFC

11th April 2010 

Cleve 10 Winscombe 7

This final was played in an unusual month due to the harsh weather over the winter. The lads seemed in a very confident mood on a day that was fit for playing cricket. Straight from the kick off big Max Evans set the tone for the whole game. Cleve became camped in Winscombe’s 22 as they were finding it very difficult the clear their line. Cleve were very unlucky not to take the lead when some fine work by Joe Muxworthy, Jack Stephens and finally James Floyd who unfortunately drop the ball under pressure just as he was touching down for the try. Cleve were playing some excellent rugby with little Jason Bennett given the backs the ball after fine work by the forwards. Cleve kept edging closer and closer to the line. A rare opportunity for Winscombe gave their backs to show why they had reached the final, and some great handling and movement along the line led to them scoring a super try under the posts with the movement starting from their own try line. All credit to Cleve this only served to them being more determined, and the workhorses of the side Wes Long, Max Evans and McCauley Parsons were really pumping up the pressure. With the tension of the final a few infringements started to creep in and our front row of Cameron Lippiatt, Luke Moorhead and Tyler Lewis were really working the opposition into submission. Our two wingers Richard Lane and Declan Streete were both terrorising there defence especially Declan and on one run took nearly six guys to stop him. It must be said his overall game was fabulous with some great catches and awesome tackles throughout the game. Finally Cleve’s dominance paid off with full back Ryan Watts showing his finishing instinct to score making the half time score 7-5 to Winscombe.
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The second half was much the same as the first with Cleve totally dominating the play. Captain Zinny Norman keeping everyone calm and focused against a very well organised and committed defence was excellently leading Cleve. Steve Dando freshened up the pack with Liam Davis, great to see him back after his long lay off with injury he had been missed. Kieran Campbell came on for Sam Williams with McCauley Parsons going into the second row and Kieran going into the back row. Liam replace the tigerish Cameron Lippiatt you do have to feel sorry for the opposing prop having had to deal with Cameron and then Liam replacing him. Ironically shortly after this Winscombe prop became injured and they had no replacements and remaining scrums went uncontested. Stathis came on to replace the impressive Jason Bennett and continued his excellent integration into the squad. It was only a matter of time before Cleve’s total domination of the game would result in Cleve getting their just rewards and it was fitting that last years hero Wes Long got it stealing the ball from a line out and then running through many tackles to score making the final score 10-7. Well-done guys on another fine performance.
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Cleve Team Line Up

Cameron Lippiatt, Luke Moorhead, Tyler Lewis, Max Evans, Sam Williams, McCauley Parsons, Zinny Norman (Capt), Wes Long, Jason Bennett, Joe Muxworthy, Declan Streete, Jack Stehens, James Floyd, Richard Lane, Ryan Watts. 

Replacements. Kieran Campbell, Liam Davis, Ben Roper, Harley Dando, Fabien Clarke, Stathis Kosteletos, Ed Donaghue (Water), James Robinson.    

Picture Gallery www.flickr/photos/cleve_under_13s     
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